
LORD’S SUPPER SERVICE SCHEDULE:
SUNDAY, FEB. 5TH; APRIL 9TH; JUNE 11TH & SEPT. 17TH, 2023 

GROWING IN FAITH:
Family & Faith Formation Night: Wednesday’s 7pm−8:30pm
GEMS; Cadets; Youth Group; Adult Bible Study. Something for
everyone & everyone is invited! Please feel free to bring a
friend too!

Ladies Bible Study: Coffee Break every Thursday at 9:30am;
Nursery is available. Feel free to bring a friend. 

Odyssey takes place every 4th Sunday of the month. Youth are
released after the Sermon.

Something for everyone and everyone is welcome!

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:
Next council meeting will be held on Thursday, January 5th,
7:30pm. Council packets will be distributed on Dec. 23rd or
Jan. 4th due to Sarah’s holidays.

ANNUAL CANDLELIGHT SERVICE:
SUNDAY DEC. 18TH @ 6:30PM: Join us for a more traditional
“Lessons & Carols” service that follows in the Advent theme
“From Generation to Generation”. Join us following the service
for refreshments and fellowship downstairs.

PASTOR’S MESSAGE:
Pastor Ben’s Message can be found on page 9. “A Season of
Expectation”. Merry Christmas.

ADVENT 2022
FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION: The stories,
scriptures, and traditions of the Christmas season
have been passed down to us throughout the
generations. Many of us enter this season with a swell
of memories and emotions as vast as the cultural and
religious rituals this holiday holds.
This Christmas season we at Jennings Creek Church
will consider: What have your ancestors and those who
have come before you passed on for you to continue?
What are the many ways we embody, remember, and
tell the story of Christ’s birth? Which rituals hold the
most meaning for you? What about this season will
you pass on to the next generation?
This Advent, may you remember that you belong—to
a story etched into the wrinkles of time, to
generations that have come before and will come
after, to a love that won’t let you go.

Nov. 27 – Dec. 25; Services begin at 10 am. 
Childcare provided.

Carols & Candles Service: Dec. 18, 6:30 pm | 
Christmas Day Service: Dec. 25, 10 am

This Issue

December 2022

Council Highlights
NOVEMBER 3, 2022 MEETING

•   The ministry summit is being planned for February 2023, 
more details to follow.

•   Fall congregational meeting has been confirmed for 
November 24th at 7:30pm in the fellowship hall.

Merry Christmas 
from Council

Jennings Creek Church Office Hours : Wednesday 11−2:30; Thursday 9−3 & Friday 9−12:30

Office Admin
Sarah Cooke

Tel: 705−328−0177
jenningscreekcrc@gmail.com

Treasurer
Chris Terpstra

Tel: 705−878−6025
jenningscreektreasurer@gmail.com

Pastor
Ben vanStraten

Tel: 705−341−4114
pastorbenvs@gmail.com

MAIN OFFICE & PASTOR’S CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS:
SARAH COOKE, our Office Administrator will be out of the office on holidays from

Monday, December 26th, 2022 until January 3rd, 2023

PASTOR BEN, will be away on holidays with his family from

Monday, December 26th, 2022 until January 9th, 2023

Youth Night at Heritage Christian School “Scooter Soccer” 

Youth Night at Heritage Christian School
“Scooter Soccer” 

Youth portable “renovation” Youth Group “Laser Tag Night” Youth all nighter “Mario Cart” on the big
screen!

Youth Group Shenanigans...

STUDENT HOUSING
NEEDED: Young
Christian male SSFC
Student beginning in
January 2023?  looking for

room and board from January to July 2023.
If you have or know of anyone with this type
of accomodations please contact Dave or
Debbie Miles at 1−613−885−9208. Family
would prefer a Christian home if at all
possible.
For more information please speak with Gord
Haan.



OFFERING RESULTS: NOV. 6, 2022
Church Ministry Budget                               $3,892.00

Special Offerings
World Renew/World Hunger                              720.00
ReFrame Ministries                                                50.00
Chaplaincy & Care                                                  50.00
Centre Community Church                                 100.00
Ministry to Seafarers                                             50.00
Facility Rental Income                                         150.00

OFFERING RESULTS: NOV. 13, 2022
Church Ministry Budget                                $4,787.00

Special Offerings
ReFrame Ministries                                             200.00
Kawartha Lakes Food Source                              20.00

OFFERING RESULTS: NOV. 20, 2022
Church Ministry Budget                                $4,247.00

Special Offerings
Chaplaincy & Care Ministry                                 170.00
Centre Community Church                                   40.00

PAR OFFERING RESULTS: OCTOBER 2022
Church Ministry Budget                                   $875.00

GIVE APP OFFERING RESULTS: OCT. 2022
Church Ministry Budget                               $6,835.00

Special Offerings
Kawartha Lakes Food Source                          1,015.00
Kawartha Lakes Pregnancy Centre                   115.00
World Renew                                                           40.00
Deacons                                                                    50.00
A Place Called Home                                            125.00
Disability Concerns                                                95.00
Worship Ministries                                                 30.00
Ukrainian Outreach - Deacons                           125.00

OFFERING RESULTS: NOV. 27, 2022
Church Ministry Budget                               $3,922.00

Special Offerings
Centre Community Church                                 692.10
Youth Serve Event Fund                                     180.00
Chaplaincy and Care Ministries                           20.00
Property Purchase Fund                               10,000.00

FINANCIAL UPDATE TO NOVEMBER 30, 2022
In an effort to try and keep the congregation informed
of the current finances of the church throughout the
year; the Finance Committee and council are hoping

to provide updates in the monthly newsletters.  
1. Budget income Jan.1 to Nov.30 was $235,000.00.
Our approved 2022 expense budget was $297,314.83,
but may come in slightly less.
2. Special Offerings Jan.1 to Nov.30 were $43,836.00.
This was a decrease of 1.5% to the same time period
2021
3. Savings account balance was $159,000.00.
$22,000.00 for Building Renovations, $51,000.00 for
Accessibility Upgrades, $2000.00 for Audio/Video
Upgrades, $84,000.00 for Property Purchase.
4. Donation receipts will be sent out in January, but if
you would like to know your contributions to date
please reach out to Chris Terpstra

Church Family
JANUARY NEWSLETTER:
If you have something that you would like to share
with the congregation, please submit to the church
office. Deadline for contributions is the Thursday
(9:00am) prior to the end of the month. The January
Newsletter will be distributed on  the  2nd Sunday
due to holidays, to update everyone on what is going
on in our church, community and beyond.

PRAYER REQUEST: My time in Ross Memorial
Hospital (three times in the last year) has given me
lots of time to think and to contemplate. But mostly
time in prayer and meditation with my Heavenly
Father. He made it clear to me that it is time to move
and have assisted living so I will be moving into William
Place the first week of January (2023). My prayer
request is for a smooth transition.

~ Jake Griffioen

PSALMS IN THE NIGHT: As I write this It is winter.
The trees stand empty and quiet; they render no more
rustling leaves or song of birds. Gone are their spring
buds, their summer bloom, and their autumn glow.
Dismantled, they stretch their naked arms to heaven.
Beneath, in the frozen earth, lie their roots, asleep.
I can identify with those trees. I have lived through my
spring, summer, and fall. And like the trees, I live in
winter now. A few years ago I began to lie awake at
night because of extreme discomfort and a restless
spirit. Hour after hour would pass without sleep.
But during those dark nights I rediscovered a treasure.
Decades after being buried deep in my consciousness,
the psalms that I memorized for school on Monday
mornings in Holland came to the surface again. I
remembered every one of them, almost to the word.
This was not of my own doing—no doubt it was the
work of the Holy Spirit.

continued on page 9…

F inance Updates

F inance Report

continued from page 2…

In those long and sleepless nights when I could no
longer find words to pray, I sang my prayers to God
through the words of the psalms. What comfort they
offered! I let them voice my laments, my grief, my
petitions. And in those psalms I found solace,
forgiveness, and assurance of eternal life. What I also
found, and what challenged me, was the psalmists’
unchanging theme of praising God.
In my house I have a drawer that holds a few Bibles
and some small books of psalms in the Dutch
language that I inherited from my parents. The odd
time at night when I get stuck in a psalm, I rise and
take my Dad’s little book of psalms out of that drawer
and look up the forgotten line. Sometimes I read all
the verses, even the ones that I didn’t learn. What
richness they contain!
Those psalms planted the first seeds of faith in my
heart. And, wonder of wonders, even after I emigrated
to Canada and sang for some 60 years beautiful
hymns in the English language, God preserved in my
mind these precious psalms. He knew there would
come a time when I needed them. It is a miracle in my
eyes.
Winter is here. The trees are dormant. I too have
arrived in winter. However, here is where the likeness
ends. For I am still able to serve, worship, and praise
my Maker. I praise him for guiding me safely through
the seasons of my life.
Deep below in the earth lie the trees’ roots. They will
bring new life in the spring. The psalms in my heart are
preparing me for a new life too—and an eternal spring!
Until then I will continue to sing those precious psalms
in the night

~ From the Banner, May 1, 2015; Author: Didy Prinzen

~ As a reflection contributed by Jeanne Dykstra

THANK YOU to all who contributed to
Samaritan’s Purse Christmas Shoe
Boxes.  We delivered 15 boxes on behalf
of our church.

Merry Christmas

HERITAGE UPDATE:
Gift card profits for the month of

November were $1,783.19.

Cash Back Rewards were $1,982.63
Making the total profit $3,765.82

If you would like to purchase gift cards or would like

more information, please contact Hank Bossema at
705−328−2061.

Pastor’s Message

A Season of Expectation
“But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered

them in her heart.”

Luke 2:19

When I was growing up, the weeks leading up to

Christmas were a time of busyness and preparation.

Operating a family-run bakery meant that Christmas

season was all hands on deck.  During the weeks leading

up to Christmas, each member of our family worked long

hours in the bakery preparing, rolling, baking and

decorating all kinds of goodies for others to enjoy during

the Christmas season.  Most often, I enjoyed the

busyness of the season and being able to work alongside

my family, but occasionally I longed to rest and just take

time to breathe.  Time to treasure and ponder all that God

had done through the birth of His son Jesus Christ.  

Advent is a season of expectation.  When Mary was first

visited by the angel she knew something big was coming.

With great expectancy she prepared for this infant that

was growing within.  The shepherds came to visit the

newborn child and share the angel’s message which was

for all people, “Today in the town of David a Saviour has

been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.”  Luke tells us that

upon hearing this message Mary “treasured up all these

things and pondered them in her heart.”  

Here they were, in a cattle stall; their child laying in a

feeding trough.  In the midst of this situation they are told

their child is a Saviour for all people.  Was this the

beginning that Mary had envisioned for her special son?

Soon, King Herod would start a genocide, slaughtering all

infant males in Bethlehem.   Did Mary continue to

treasure and ponder all that the shepherds had told her?

Did she still have hope?

Advent is a season of expectation and hope.  This is a

unique time to remember all that God did for us through

His Son.  Yet, as we read the current headlines and grieve

the suffering that is happening around the world, and the

troubles we face in our lives, our hope may wane.  During

these challenging times it can be difficult to take time to

treasure and ponder all that the Christmas story entails.

Yet we do, for we know that advent is not the only season

of expectation.

As Christians -  followers of Christ - we live our lives in a

season of expectation.  We wait with eager anticipation

and expectation for the time when Jesus Christ will

return.  For the time when once and for all evil will be

stripped away and only one King will remain.  In the midst

of persecution, terrorist attacks and turmoil - we have

hope!  We have this hope because God sent His son, a

child, to be our saviour.  Let’s take time this Christmas

season to treasure and ponder all that God HAS done and

WILL do for us through His son Jesus Christ.  



CADETS & OUR ADVENT ARTWORK

For more information on programs offered here at 
Jennings Creek CRC please go to www.jenningscreekchurch.ca

COFFEE BREAK
Taking a one session break from our usual Bible Study before starting into our "Christmas light splits the
night" series on Thursday, November 17th.
We had an "Ask Pastor Ben and Jess!" morning where questions were submitted, and answers were
discussed from a Biblical perspective!  It was an informative and enlightening session.
Thank you Jess and Pastor Ben for leading us.

~ submitted by Lena Wilms~

CATAPULT MAKING ACTIVITY

HARVEST PARTY ~ photos submitted by Jen vanStraten~

Present “Welcome Yule”
Sunday, December 11th at 2:30pm

Cambridge St. United Church

Featuring UnBE  Lievable

Tickets: $25.00  • $10 for children 12 & under
Purchase tickets at klsingers.ca or at the door.

or from Marilyn Kuiperij 705•341•4937
edenlanefarm@hotmail.com

The Cadets were asked to make the Christmas Tree for our
Advent Series: “From Generation to Generation”.

The Cadets work together to set it all up in the sanctuary.

Thank you Cadets, you did a wonderful job!. 900 and counting tags to be added to the Christmas Tree display!



Jennings  Creek  Christ ian  Reformed  Church  2022  Christmas  Float

~ the design by Jess Terpstra…

Construction begins laying out the different 
sections.

Michael Greidanus, Judah vanStraten & Avery Page wrangle the
sheep;   Steve, Michael & Mackenzie Greidanus attaching the painted

walls.

Fellowship: Lori Thalen, Sherri Tamsma, Kelly
Greidanus, Lena Wilms & Jess Terpstra

Liam Terpstra, Kim Fintelman, Owen Hoogsteen,
Steve & Michael Greidanus

So many volunteers to bring the float to fruition.Volunteer Painters: Kim Fintelman, Peggy Hartle,
Sandi Luchies & Lisa Page

Much deserved pizza break….

~ Photos submitted by Jess Terpstra, Lena Wilms & Jen vanStraten

CONSTRUCTION...
Thank you Kawartha Lakes Farm Service Ltd
for the space to construct the float & for the 

truck and trailer to pull the float.

…a much needed lunch break. So many helpers that didn’t get 
their photo taken…Thank you!

all ready for the big day….

Theo vanOosterom, Gord Haan & Arnold Depooter.

Matt Tamsma & Allan MacDonald anchor the trees;
Mary-Ann Hoogsteen decorates the fireplace mantle

THE PARADE...
An enormous thank you to everyone

who took part in any way with the

float. There is not enough space to

name you all, but your enthusiastic

willingnesss to participate in any 

way you could made it all a delight! 

The float theme as well as our Advent Series Theme

Everyone having a great time bringing the theme to life for the community…

David Semplonius & Nicolas Griffioen. 3 Wisemen: Dick Kuiperij, Steve Greidanus &
Pieter VanOudenaren

Julie & Ivan Semplonius & Michael Greidanus. Sherri Tamsma & Josiah vanStraten

Jen vanStraten, Holly Shier, Mackenzie & Kelly
Greidanus, David Semplonius and Mya Tamsma

Dick Kuiperij, Michael Greidanus & Liam Terpstra

Helpers: Emily & Owen 
Hoogsteen, Taylor Thalen, Ben
vanStraten & Angelina Pypker

Grandparents: Bill & Lena Wilms,
Grandchildren: Judah vanStraten

& Cameron Tamsma

Sherri Tamsma, Moriah 
vanStraten & Blake Tamsma

Mackenzie & Kelly Greidanus

Julie & Ivan Semplonius, 
Michael Greidanus & 

Liam Terpstra (Angel).

Bill & Lena Wilms and Cameron
Tamsma

David & Ivan Semplonius, Dick Kuiperij, Steve Greidanus &
Pieter VanOudenaren

Merry Christmas!



Owen Hoogsteen was the auctioneer for

3 special baking items (Dutch Almond

Stollen, 2 Boeter Koek).  It went well. 

There were several reports and Pastor Ben walked

us through his experiences during his sabbatical.  

We're blessed to have been able to give him that

time away to be refreshed.  God is good.

Jennings Creek CRC 2022 Congregational Meeting

~ Submitted by Lena Wilms 

Congregational Meeting of Thursday, November 24, 2022.  It was a good gathering.  Thank you to

Owen for leading us in worship.

The youth had a bake sale.  You can see

Pastor Ben organizing it on the table (right

side of right hand photo above). There were

packages of goodies as well as plates of

baking.  Purchased by donation.  All very

delicious.  Thank you to the youth.  You are

appreciated.

Seniors Christmas Luncheon

~ Photos submitted by Lena Wilms & Rachel Albers

A special thanks also to Marilyn Kuiperij for
accompanying us on the piano with our singing .  We
appreciate you.

A wonderful time was had by all those who attended the
Senior's Christmas Dinner on Saturday, Dec. 3.

Lena Wilms was our
MC

Several people shared their memories and special moments when God blessed them beyond
their expectations.  So special. We had Andrea Zekveld, Cynthia Scout and Sandi Luchies.

The Lord shows each one of us, in different
ways, how He provides and cares for us.

The snacks and meal were deli-
cious. Delicious Desserts were
also served.

We would like to express great appreciation to the Deacons (in par-
ticular to Lisa Page) and their volunteer helpers.  You did an amazing
job.  

We would also like to give a very special
thank you to the GEMS of our church and
Bons family.  You blessed us with a
wonderful gift bag of goodies.  That was
so special.

It was wonderful to see some older Seniors attend our Dinner.  Grace
Scholten, whom we haven't seen for quite some time, was able to
join us.  Marie VandenBerg also joined in.
Such a blessing to have them come and enjoy the meal and the
company of fellow church family.


